[The laboratory in the diagnosis of sexually transmitted diseases].
In light of the wide array of sexually transmitted infections, it is important that accurate, increasingly advanced laboratory procedures be used to identify the specific agents and that the results of these procedures be correctly interpreted. For this reason, guidelines for the laboratory diagnosis of sexually transmitted diseases (STD) must include standardised criteria and protocols. This report presents the results of several Italian studies on the variability of laboratory procedures for diagnosing the most common STD.